
Academic Writing Sample Task       E149 

Sample answer 

 

The diagram illustrates how aluminium cans are recycled. First, the cans need to be taken to special 
collection centres instead of being thrown away with the normal refuse. The cans are collected from 
here and taken to a factory where they are first sorted and then cleaned. Next, the cans are shredded 
and crushed in a special machine. 

The metal is then heated to a high enough temperature to allow the aluminium to melt. It is then rolled 
out flat to a thickness of between 2.5mm and 6 mm, depending on what it is going to be used for. The 
aluminium is now ready to be recycled into new packaging, such as drink containers. Finally, the new 
cans are delivered to a soft drinks factory where they are filled. The cans can now be sold to the public 
and reused. In the UK, 74 per cent of all aluminium cans that are sold are recycled. 

 

 

 

Academic Writing Sample Task       E-150 

Sample answer: 

 

The graph shows changes in the birth and death rates in New Zealand since 1901, and forecasts 
trends tip until 2101. 

Between 1901 and the present day, the birth rate has been consistently higher than the death rate. It 
stood at 20,000 at the start of this period and increased to a peak of 66,000 in 1961. Since then the 
rate has fluctuated between 65 and 50 thousand and it is expected to decline slowly to around 45,000 
births by the end of the century. 

In contrast, the death rate started below 10,000 and has increased steadily until the present time. This 
increase is expected to be more rapid between 2021 and 2051 when the rate will probably level off at 
around 60,000, before dropping slightly in 2101. 

Overall, these opposing trends mean that the death rate will probably overtake the birth rate in around 
2041 and the large gap between the two levels will be reversed in the later part of this century. 

 

 


