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I tend to agree that young children can be negatively affected by too much time spent on the computer 
every day. This is partly because sitting in front of a screen for too long can be damaging to both the 
eyes and the physical posture of a young child, regardless of what they are using the computer for. 

However, the main concern is about the type of computer activities that attract children. These are 
often electronic games that tend to be very intense and rather violent. The player is usually the ‘hero’ 
of the game and too much exposure can encourage children to be self-centred and insensitive to 
others. 

Even when children use a computer for other purposes, such as getting information or emailing 
friends, it is no substitute for human interaction. Spending time with other children and sharing 
nonvirtual experiences is an important part of a child's development that cannot be provided by a 
computer. 

In spite of this, the obvious benefits of computer skills for young children cannot be denied. Their adult 
world will be changing constantly in terms of technology and the Internet is the key to all the 
knowledge and information available in the world today. Therefore it is important that children learn at 
an early age to use the equipment enthusiastically and with confidence as they will need these skills 
throughout their studies and working lives. 

I think the main point is to make sure that young children do not overuse computers. Parents must 
ensure that their children learn to enjoy other kinds of activity and not simply sit at home, learning to 
live in a virtual world. 
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It is true that illiteracy is becoming a serious problem in industrialised nations. This is surprising as 
most people think that this is a problem only in under-developed nations such as in parts of Africa and 
India. Illiteracy is related to many other problems such as poverty, over-population and governmental 
corruption. Let us take a more detailed look at the causes of this growing problem in many Western 
nations. 
 
One of the most obvious reasons for the increase in illiteracy is the advent of television. Children no 
longer have to read to obtain information. Neither do they have to read to relax. Today children get 
home from school and go straight to “the box” to watch their favorite program. Watching television is 
much easier and more exciting than reading. 
 
Another reason for the increase in illiteracy is the fact that so many women work. This means that 
children are often alone at home and so they are unsupervised. When parents get home they are often 
too tired to spend quality time whit their children. 
 
It is also true that many people blame schools for the decline in illiteracy. In many countries there has 
been a move away from teaching basic skills such as reading and writing. 
 
There are many effects of this growing illiteracy rate. The most obvious is unemployment. This may in 
turn lead to alcohol and drug abuse. Ultimately the economy of the country begins to suffer and there 
is a drop in living standards. 
 
To address this problem, parents need to become more aware of their responsibilities and schools 
need to consider a change in their teaching methods. If this worsening trend is not reversed, the 
problem of illiteracy will become very serious. 


