
Academic Writing Sample Task       E147 

Sample answer 

 

The diagram shows a process for producing electricity for home use. The equipment consists of a 
large tank, boxes and pipes that would be able to fit into a garage-sized room. 

Electricity is produced using methane gas, generated from a mix of compost and water in a large steel 
tank. The tank is about the same height as a person and about twice as wide. Methane rises to the top 
of the tank and is collected and stored in a gas storage system. The stored gas is the fuel source used 
in the energy conversions that happen next. 

Once compressed in a gas compressor, the methane fuels a combustion engine, which in turn 
produces mechanical energy. Having been transferred to a generator, the mechanical energy is then 
transformed into electrical energy, which is then stored in a battery. At this stage the electricity is ready 
for home use. 

 

 

 

 

Academic Writing Sample Task       E-148 

Sample answer: 

 

The charts show the percentage breakdown of government spending across nine categories in 2010 
and 2015. Over the five-year period, there were significant changes in expenditure. 

In both years, the four largest areas of government expenditure were: education, healthcare, pensions, 
and defence, with education taking the largest share (24% in 2010 and 21% in 2015). The smallest 
areas of expenditure were transport, culture and leisure and "other". Interest on borrowing and 
spending on welfare lay in between. 

Interestingly, between 2010 and 2015, spending on all four of the largest areas had dropped, with the 
exception of pensions, which remained the same at 19%. Spending on transport and culture and 
leisure also fell significantly, with the transport budget declining by two thirds. On the other hand, 
spending on welfare and interest on government borrowing rose markedly, with the latter doubling over 
the five-year period to 10%. 

Overall, the charts indicate that the government has had to cut expenditure in most areas in order to 
fund the cost of borrowing and welfare. 

 

 

 


