
Academic Writing Sample Task       E141 

Sample answer 

 

The three pie charts illustrate how many articles from academic journals are read weekly by PhD 
students and junior lecturers compared to other students at an Australian university. 

For example, the overwhelming majority of those studying doctorates read at least twelve articles per 
week in comparison with the average student. The figures were 80 per cent and twelve per cent 
respectively. 

Furthermore, only five per cent of PhD level students read between one and five articles, whereas the 
average for all students in this category is a hefty 67 per cent. 

Meanwhile, for junior lecturers the pattern appears to be slightly different. Most read six or more 
articles per week (99 per cent), but out of this total 24 per cent read twelve or more, which is almost a 
third of the corresponding figure for PhD level students. 

It is clear that those students who are researching for a PhD read more articles than either junior 
lecturers or other students. 

 

 

 

 

 

Academic Writing Sample Task       E-142 

Sample answer: 

 

The table illustrates four reasons why adults in the UK have attended arts events over the past twenty 
years. The major reason over the whole twenty-year period was a desire to see a specific performer or 
artist; while the least important reason was attending arts events for work-related reasons. 

The percentage of people who attended events out of a desire to see a particular performer has 
remained relatively stable throughout the twenty-year period; varying from 58% twenty years ago to 
56% today. 

On the other hand, the percentage of people accompanying children has shown a significant increase, 
from 9% 20 years ago to just under a quarter today. As far as those who attended arts events because 
of special occasions or celebrations are concerned, the percentage fell slightly from 27% 20 years ago 
to 20% a decade ago, dropping dramatically to 9% today. 

There has been a slight increase in the percentage of people attending arts events for work or 
business, from 6% 20 years ago to just over 10% today. 

Overall, there has been a rise in people attending events in order to accompany children and for work-
related reasons, while fewer people choose to attend an arts event as a form of celebration. 

 

 

 


