
Academic Writing Sample Task        E-82 

Sample answer 

 

The total number of all species of turtles in India has been relatively stable over the last 
two decades, although there were significant drops in numbers between 1987 and 1989 
and again in 1992 and 1996. Since 2004 there has been an improvement in numbers of 
all species, although the graph shows a slight decrease in 2010. 

In contrast, the population of Leatherback turtles has suffered a severe decline, 
particularly in 1988 when numbers fell dramatically. The rate of decline in the population 
appears to have slowed and it has remained relatively stable since 2009. 

There was also a fall in the number of Green turtles of around 30% between 1984 and 
2002. The population increased slightly in 2010 but it had dropped again by 2012. 

It is only Olive Ridley turtles that have seen a steady increase in population over this 
period. Their numbers dropped slightly in 2007 and again in 2012 but the overall trend 
has been a positive one. 
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Academic Writing Sample Task        E-83 

Sample answer 

 

The table illustrates the breakdown of scores for the IELTS General Test in 2010. It 
shows separate scores for all four modules (Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking), 
together with the overall band scores for students from four different language groups 
around the world. 

From an overall perspective, German speakers achieved the highest overall band score. 
Moreover, they scored the highest of all four language groups in three modules of the 
test (Listening, Writing, Speaking). 

French speaking candidates scored the second highest overall score of 6.7 out of 9, 
closely followed by Malay and Indonesian speakers. Although French speakers did not 
do so well in the Reading, Speaking and Listening modules compared to Indonesian and 
Malay speakers, there was a significant difference in their grades for the Writing module. 
These grades were high relative to Indonesian and Malay candidates. Surprisingly, 
Malay speakers, who achieved the second lowest result overall, achieved the highest 
results of all four language groups for the Reading module. 

As a final point, it is interesting to note that the scores for each module show that all 
students, on average, scored the highest marks for the Speaking module and the lowest 
marks for the Reading module. 
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