
Academic Writing Sample Task        E-84 

Sample answer 

 

The two pie charts give information about household expenditure on goods and 
services in 1950 and 2010. It is immediately obvious that there are some quite 
significant differences between the two charts. 
In 2010 the largest proportion of expenditure was food whereas in 1950 it was on 
housing, with food just 11.2%. There is a great difference in terms of housing 
expenditure between the two years. In 1950 72.1% of the total household budget went 
towards housing, compared to only 22% in 2010. 
There has been a notable increase in the amount of money spent on transportation 
between the two dates. In addition, the charts show a significant rise in the proportion of 
money spent on health care. 
There are some similarities, however. For example, in both 1950 and 2010 the 
proportion of education expenditure was roughly the same. 
 

 

Academic Writing Sample Task        E-85 

Sample answer 

The table shows the number of medals won by the top ten countries in the London 2012 
Olympic Games. The USA won greatest number of medals overall with the total of 104. 
They won more gold medals than silver and more medals than any other country in both 
categories. China had the second number of medals at 88, and like the USA, China won 
fewer silver medals than gold medals. 

While Russia’s silver medal total was better than Great Britain’s, they did not do as well 
as Great Britain in the gold medals, winning just 24. In fact Great Britain had a lower 
overall medal total than Russia but, as the table is based on the number of gold medals 
won, they were placed third. Similarly, Germany was significantly more successful at 
winning medals than South Korea, with a total of 44 compared to South Korea’s 28, but 
because South Korea won two more gold medals than Germany they were ranked 
higher. Australia gave the worst performance in this group, winning only seven gold and 
sixteen silver medals. 

(178 words) 

 


